Save Our Post Office Task Force

Topics from the April 13, 2011 Meeting

Participants: Ross Currier, Keith Covey, Steve Wilmot, Dan Bergeson, Fred Rogers, Brett Reese, Blake Abdella, Steve Abbott, Ann Mosey, Rick Estenson, Suzie Nakasian and Chuck Ackman. Office of Senator Amy Klobuchar 

1. Update from the April 5th Council Meeting

a. Four USPS representatives came to announce the decision to consolidate/relocate” 

b. A final decision will be made by the Western Regional Office in Denver on 6/5

c. USPS reps listened to input from approximately 30 community residents

d. Advised us to direct our appeals to Denver and to elected officials, but were

      unable to provide the name of a contact person in Denver

2. City Council Action

a. Write Congressional representatives to help prevent the proposed move
b. Invite Reps to Northfield to tour the post office in Historic District

c. Follow-up with Congressional staff to explore/pursue action steps

3. Task Force Actions 

a. Share information gained at April 5th listening session 

b. Post Congressional rep and USPS contact information on the NDDC website (and Northfield.org, PATCH etc.) and distribute via local e-mail networks 

c. Gained new ally in Minnesota State Historical Society

d. Learned new information on handling of National Register properties

4. Next Steps for the Task Force

a. Raise awareness of threat among Northfield citizens

b. Encourage public to take 4 steps: See 6. below 

c. Follow-up with the Minnesota Congressional Delegation

d. Identify the decision-maker in Denver; verify the decision recommenders in Msp

e. Prepare a detailed analysis of proposed USPS business /model – Brett Reese et al.

f. Research deed restrictions and National Register requirements – Steve Wilmot

g. Develop parallel alternative plans to save the post office 

h. Contact USPS Union to inquire about implications for personnel

5. Overall Strategy

a. Continue to raise public awareness about the closing 
b. Maintain vigorous opposition to proposed move from the downtown

SOPO Mantra:   “Keep The Postal Service in Downtown Northfield”

c. Wage a detailed challenge to the proposed USPS business model

d. Be ready with alternative plans to keep postal service downtown 

6.    Message to Public:

a. Sign a petition by May 1 for forwarding to Denver; [set a goal of 1000 signatures]

b. Write to Natalie Sovari, with cc: to Anthony Williams [in lieu of Denver contact] .

c. Submit a Comment on the USPS Site at: http://faq.usps.com/eCustomer/iq/usps/request.do?create=kb:USPSFAQ&forward=inquiryType   choose: “Problem” or “Information” from the drop-down tab; state why the downtown closing is a problem for your household/business & downtown 

d. Encourage your friends/neighbors to speak up on behalf of our downtown post office “Keep the Postal Service in Downtown Northfield !” 
NEXT MEETING: The SOPO Task Force will meet again on: DATE, TIME,LOCATION 

